
Babies in 
museums
Top tips
In Manchester we’re working together to be brilliant 
spaces for very young children, and those that care 
for them. Here’s what we’ve learnt so far.

Here are 
our top tips 

for welcoming 
babies into 

your venues.



 

This work is really good fun! A friendly welcome and a genuine interest in how babies learn 
goes a long way.

Is your venue baby ready? It’s the little things that say ‘you’re welcome here’. Think about  
providing emergency supplies of nappies, wet wipes and nappy bags for parents who get 
caught short on a visit or changing mats in sessions so that parents don’t have to wander  
too far.

Museums and galleries are crammed full of stuff so make the most of it. Use your   
collections to inspire your sessions. “There’s so much to see, touch, explore and experience. 
Cerys is wide-eyed and open-mouthed at the things here that we don’t have at home or any-
where else.” Parent

Be creative with your spaces. You can create comfortable, intimate environments anywhere  
on any budget. Try playing with lighting or creating a space within a space by using rolls of  
corrugated card or by hanging fabrics. 

It doesn’t have to cost lots of money. Use everyday objects and materials to make new  
connections to the collections. Our resources are often found in poundshops and DIY stores 
rather than expensive educational shops. If you don’t have capacity to run sessions then why  
not provide blankets and sensory objects for babies and parents to use on a general visit.

Babies put things in their mouths. This is how they experience the world around them.  
Germs are a normal part of growing up and baby wipes are more than adequate for cleaning  
objects. You can also enable babies to experience small objects safely by putting them in 
small bags, in tights or in a controlled area. 

Families come in all shapes and sizes. Don’t forget about dads and grandparents and   
parents/carers with twins or triplets. “It was so difficult to find something that I could go  
along to with the twins, so many activities are designed for 1:1 but ‘Art Baby’ was  fantastic.” 
Parent

Model and support rather than teach. Create a supportive environment that enables  
babies  and their adults to explore, play and discover together. “Most other baby workshops 
are adult led so it was nice not to be told what to do and for us to have the opportunity to  
explore for ourselves. We loved trying everything and there were lots of ideas that we have 
since tried at home”. Parent

Stimulate all the senses. Provide multi sensory experiences for babies by putting smells like  
lavender or coffee beans in small bags and experiment with music and sound.

Infant science is telling us more and more about what babies can see. Babies respond 
best to high contrast colours like black, white and red and less well to blues and yellows. 
Think about colour combinations and removing unwanted visual stimulus as they respond 
to order and beauty too. 

It’s good to talk. The best ideas come from conversations with other passionate people, so  
create a network of people interested in this work - parents, Visitor Services staff or creative  
practitioners.

There’s no right or wrong way. Let babies take the lead, watch how they interact with   
objects and learn from them. Photographs, films and written observations can be a useful 
tool to keep track of your progress. And don’t be afraid to try new things.

Manchester Museums and Galleries Partnership:
Manchester Museum, Manchester Art Gallery and the Whitworth Art Gallery

Working together to be brilliant spaces for young children.
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